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2020 Spur deadlines
January 15, 2020 is the final entry 

deadline for the 2020 Spur Awards 
for any work first published or 
released between September 1, 2019 
and December 31, 2019.

The deadline for works first pub-
lished or released between January 
1, 2019 and August 31, 2019 has 
passed.

Winners and finalists will be an-
nounced in March and honored at 
the WWA convention in June in 
Rapid City, South Dakota.

Log on to WesternWriters.org for 
more information.

BOOK REVIEWS

PLAYS
RED SHUTTLEWORTH
1990: Alamo, Nevada; 1991: Claude, 
Texas; 1992: Two Buttes, Colorado: 1993: 
Buhl, Idaho; 1994: Shoshone, California; 
1995: Napoleon, North Dakota; 1996: 
Rapelje, Montana; 1997: Hackberry, 
Arizona; 1998: Prairie City, Oregon; 
1999: Coulee City, Washington

Bunchgrass Press
Chapbooks, no price listed
PoetRedShuttleworth.blogspot.com

What do a young farmer trying 
to make sense of  pesticides, shrink-
wrapped meat, toothpicks and gristle, 
and a divorced convenience store clerk 
who sees herself  as a woman of  the 
West “still holding the cards of  a half-
a-chance” have in common? They are 
characters from the mind of  Spur- and 
Wrangler Award-winning poet Red 
Shuttleworth, and they appear in two 
of  his performance pieces set in the 
1990s, the last decade of  his “Ameri-
cana West” series of  100 short plays 
and monologues featuring a gallery 
of  Westerners. Some of  the pieces are 
grim and bitter while others are pure 
gallows humor. But each presents 
hopes and dreams – some fulfilled, but 
many not – in a West that one of  the 
pieces says “ends at different places for 
different people.”

 – Thomas D. Clagett

NONFICTION
KENNETH W. BALDRIDGE
The Civilian Conservation Corps in Utah: 
Remembering Nine Years of  Achievement, 
1933-1942

University of  Utah Press
Paperback, 508 pages, $34.95
UofUPress.com

Chronicling the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps in Utah is a labor of  love. A 
dissertation caught the attention of  an 
acquisitions editor 41 years later, result-
ing in a detailed paean to the CCC for 
what it did and what it meant. Today’s 
question of  whether those projects were 
of  any use or value goes unremarked. 
Erosion and flood control posed real 
concerns. Projects of  dams, canals 
and irrigation systems contributed. I 
grew up near a canyon road built by 
the CCC. It climbed from bottom to its 
dead-end top with a kind of  engineer-
ing that defied the logic of  the cars but 
spoke to teenagers. Life was created 
on that back road, and unfortunately, 
two (that I know of) were ended. The 
book details projects taken on for need 
and long-term use. This comprehensive 
and fully documented book provides a 
treasure trove for writers. 

 – Edward Massey

DAVID R.M. BECK
Unfair Labor? American Indians and the 
1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago

University of  Nebraska Press
Hardcover, 299 pages, $65
NebraskaPress.unl.edu

If  you thought Buffalo Bill Cody’s 
Wild West show Indians were the only 
native peoples on exhibition at Chi-
cago’s 1893 World’s Fair, then David 
Beck’s book will be enlightening. From 
Iroquois to Navajos, Dakotas to Chip-
pewas, Indians not only presented their 
pre-Columbian past but also demon-
strated how far they had progressed 
toward “civilization.” Beck enumerates 
reasons Indians came to the fair: to earn 
money to supplement meager govern-
ment annuities to the reservations, to 
display their ceremonies and dances on 
the Midway, to market their artifacts 
and art, to advance tribal interests or 

simply to visit. He also describes the 
wide-ranging preparations made by fair 
officials as well as the unfair wages and 
conditions some Indians endured as 
they labored in various capacities before 
and during the fair. Many photographs, 
charts, and maps enhance the book, 
which also includes an impressive 
bibliography.

 – Sandra K. Sagala

DEANNA TIDWELL 
BROUGHTON
Hide, Wood, and Willow: Cradles of  the 
Great Plains Indians

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 224 pages, $32.95
OUPress.com

Promoted as the first full-length refer-
ence book about Plains Indian baby 
carriers, Hide, Wood, and Willow reflects 
the author’s wealth of  research and 
personal knowledge. A member of  the 
Oklahoma Cherokee Nation, Deanna 
Tidwell Broughton’s work encompasses 
many other Great Plains tribes with 
their cradles’ craftsmanship, beauty, 
design and sacred meanings. Twenty-
eight colored pictures with additional 
black and white pictures let the reader 
examine examples of  art and utility. 
The result is commendable.

 – Lynn Bueling

GORDON H. CHANG
Ghosts of  Gold Mountain: The Epic 
Story of  the Chinese Who Built the 
Transcontinental Railroad

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Hardcover, 312 pages, $28
HMHCo.com

Gordon Chang provides a thoroughly 
researched account of  the estimated 
20,000 Chinese workers who built 
the western portion of  the first Trans-
continental Railroad. The author 
laments the paucity of  writings by the 
“Railroad Chinese” themselves. Still, 
Chang weaves a fascinating story of  the 
workers who came voluntarily to Gold 
Mountain, their name for California, 
with the hopes of  becoming rich. After 
the driving of  the Golden Spike, some 
remained in America only to face life-
threatening prejudices in succeeding 
years. Federal law prohibited them from 
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WESTERN MUSIC

During the WWA convention in Tucson, Arizona, Red 
Shuttleworth, Spur-winning poet and innovative and incisive 
playwright, asked me who I thought was writing the best 
Western songs these days.

I came back with Mike Blakely, whose CD The Outside 
Circle produced a Spur winner and a 
Spur finalist this year, and I added Dave 
Stamey, whose 2015 CD Western Stories is 
one of  my favorites.

Red nodded but noted that his nomi-
nation was for Tom Russell. 

Hard to argue. Russell, a 2011 Spur 
winner, writes songs – Western and oth-
erwise – that are as groundbreaking and 
visionary as Red’s poems and plays.

TOM RUSSELL
October in the Railroad Earth
Frontera Music, $15.99
FronteraRecords.com
This 11-track CD covers a lot 

of  ground – the title cut is about 
the beat writer Jack Kerouac – 
but is a pure pleasure to listen 
to every mile of  the way. The 

most Western of  the songs, and also the ones I like best, are 
“T-Bone Steak and Spanish Wine,” about a traveling musician 
stopping in on his past; “Isadore Gonzalez,” the story of  a 
Mexican cowboy riding for Buffalo Bill in England; and “Pass 
Me the Gun, Billy,” a funny account of  a showdown gone bad 
in the modern West.

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN
Western Stars
Columbia Records, $13.95
BruceSpringsteen.net
The Boss in a Western music 

column? Well, there’s a picture 
of  a horse on the cover of  this 
13-cut CD, Springsteen’s first 
studio album in five years. Seri-

ously though, a Western spirit runs through the CD from the 
wide-open possibilities of  “Hitch Hikin’” to the ghost-town-
like lost dreams of  “Moonlight Motel.” The lonely lament 
“Chasin’ Wild Horses” is about just that. But also about run-
ning away from memories – or trying to. And the title track 
is the story of  an aging Western actor who once got shot by 
John Wayne in a movie.

That one scene’s bought me a thousand drinks, set me up and I’ll 
tell it for you, friend.

 It don’t get much more Western than that.
***

E-mail Ollie at oreedjr@gmail.com and send CDs to him 
at P.O. Box 2381, Corrales, NM 87048.

OLLIE 
REED JR.

becoming citizens. Hundreds, maybe thousands, lost their 
lives blasting the route through the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
The exact number is unknown because the Central Pacific 
Railroad kept incomplete records. Although desirable to 
ensure future veneration by family members, returning the 
remains of  the deceased to China proved impossible at times. 
According to Chang, the ghosts of  many bodies still roam the 
mountains and deserts where they died. 

– Robert Lee Murphy

KENNETH F. DEWEY
Great Plains Weather

University of  Nebraska Press
Paperback, 164 pages, $16.95
NebraskaPress.unl.edu 

Great Plains Weather adds to a growing series of  titles 
dealing with Great Plains topics: geology, politics, bison, 
literature and Indians. Kenneth F. Dewey, a professor of  ap-
plied climate science at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln, 
exhibits his interest in and knowledge of  weather phenomena 
in this concise volume. Those of  us living on the Great Plains 
are well acquainted with the thunderstorms, tornadoes, bliz-
zards, droughts and hail he writes about but can acquire a 
better understanding of  them from his clear explanations of  
cause and effect. An interesting text liberally illustrated with 
color images plus an ample bibliography and index make it a 
worthwhile read.

 – Lynn Bueling

available in bookstores and online | uwapress.uw.edu

Outriders
Rodeo at the Fringes of the American West
Rebecca Scofield

264 pages, 6 x 9 in.
9780295746777

“In Outriders, Rebecca 
Scofield explores 
the surprisingly long 
and deep tradition of 
‘outsider’ rodeo among 
women, convict, African-
American, and gay 
riders. A well-written, 
consistently enlightening, 
often surprising history 
of a central, essential, 
and deeply-troubling 
entertainment.”

—Louis Warren, UC Davis
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FOREST B. DUNNING 
Slaughter on the Otter: The Kendrick 
Sheep Raid

Sweetgrass Books
Paperback, 98 pages, $17.95
SweetgrassBooks.com

Dubbed a “conspiracy of  silence,” 
the events leading up to and then the 
cover-up of  a horrific sheep slaughter 
in 1900 colors local Montana history. 
Forest B. Dunning follows clues that 
lead to powerful suppositions as to who 
actually committed the killings. On De-
cember 28, 1900, a determined group 
of  cattlemen, led by a future Wyoming 
governor and a U.S. senator, destroyed 
2,113 head of  sheep that had “invaded” 
a cattle range. Facts and motivations lay 
silenced and shrouded for 75 years, un-
til Dunning pieced clues together. Read-
ing this story takes patience but the bits 
and pieces finally come together. A ter-
rific story for Montana and Wyoming 
ranchers and historians. Fascinating 
photos accompany the book.

 – Melody Groves

LUCIE GENAY
Land of  Nuclear Enchantment: A New 
Mexican History of  the Nuclear Weapons 
Industry

University of  New Mexico Press
Hardcover, 344 pages, $65
UNMPress.com

Little time was wasted from the 
first explosion of  an atomic bomb in a 
New Mexican desert until its counter-
parts were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The history of  that event, 
its ongoing development and its local 
consequences interested this French 
doctoral student enough for her to fly 
across the Atlantic a number of  times 
to draw many threads together and 
write a worthy book. Because she views 
the situation through foreign eyes, her 
thoughts and findings give readers a 
fresh, rewarding view.

– Lynn Bueling

DEBRA GWARTNEY
I Am a Stranger Here Myself

University of  New Mexico Press
Paperback, 282 pages, $24.95
UNMPress.com

Debra Gwartney’s memoir is, more 
than anything else, well-written. She 
probably will not generate the level of  
sales that Bill Bryson achieved with 
his “memoir” of  the nearly identical 
title. Nevertheless, one can understand 

why she won the River Teeth Literary 
Nonfiction Prize (a UNM Press-only 
competition). A book worth seeking 
out. 

– Edward Massey

WILLIAM HAMPES
Cowboy Courage: Westerns and the 
Portrayal of  Bravery

McFarland & Company
Paperback, 202 words, $39.95
McFarlandBooks.com

There’s a line in Decision at Sundown 
where Randolph Scott says to the nag-
ging doctor seeking to dissuade him 
from his vengeance quest, “You’re doin’ 
fine, Doc, just don’t spoil it with your 
philosophizin’!” That basically sums up 
my feeling about Cowboy Courage. The 
book is filled with synopses from old 
Western TV shows and some movies, 
giving us samples of  the moral cour-
age of  folks in the old West. Written 
by a professor of  psychology, the book 
is sprinkled here and there with quotes 
from psychiatrists.  If  one likes a book 
of  old Western TV synopses with no 
information on production background, 
the Western’s story source or any com-
mentary on the era the production was 
made, then this book is for you.

 – Bob Herzberg

KENNETH E. HALL
Professionals in Western Film and Fiction

McFarland & Company
Trade paperback, 223 pages, $39.95
McFarlandBooks.com

Kenneth E. Hall examines how 
“professionals” – doctors, schoolteach-
ers, lawyers, engineers, realtors, even 
gunsmiths – have been portrayed in 
Western films. It’s not as much a com-
parison of  screenwriters’ and novelists’ 
depictions of  these professionals as it 
is an academic essay. Hall, a profes-
sor of  Spanish at East Tennessee State 
University, pays much attention to 
“professionals” in Westerns set during 
the Mexican Revolution of  the early 
1900s. While far from complete, the 
book discusses the “Santiago Toole” 
series about a doctor-sheriff  by Western 
Writers Hall of  Fame inductee Richard 
S. Wheeler (1935-2019). But Wheeler 
also wrote about a newspaper editor 
(his “Sam Flint” trilogy) and a theatri-
cal troupe (Anything Goes), which Hall 
ignores. Still, an interesting read for 
film scholars.

CHARLES H. HARRIS III and 
LOUIS E. SADLER
The Texas Rangers in Transition: From 
Gunfighters to Criminal Investigators 
(1921-1935)

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 656 pages, $34.95
OUPress.com

Mix the Texas Rangers with Prohi-
bition, newfound oil money, bootleg-
gers and murderers, and you have one 
of  most overlooked periods in Texas 
Ranger history. The authors follow up 
their previous volume, The Texas Rangers 
and the Mexican Revolution: The Bloodiest 
Decade, 1910–1920, with another spe-
cific, detailed, well-researched appre-
ciation of  the Texas Rangers organiza-
tion in the 20th Century. Chronicled 
in sections noted by governors, who 
controlled the Rangers until 1935, read-
ers are introduced to characters such as 
William Lee Wright, Manuel Terra-
zas Gonzaullas and William Warren 
Sterling, all seen as major players in this 
time period. Entertaining and informa-
tive stories about sleuthing, preventing 
circus performances, the Ku Klux Klan 
and bank robbers are presented during 
this important transition. Illustrations 
and maps are included.

 – Larry D. Sweazy

LAURENCE M. HAUPTMAN
Coming Full Circle: The Seneca Nation of  
Indians, 1848-1934

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 304 pages, $34.95
OUPress.com

Resistance and resilience best de-
scribe the Seneca Nation. As the U.S. 
government’s series of  broken treaties 
failed to relocate the Seneca to what 
is today Kansas, the tribe used legal 
and extralegal means to maintain their 
presence in western New York. Once a 
member of  the fabled Iroquois Con-
federacy, their status as warriors with 
exceptional leadership coupled with 
intense concern for family and clan 
strengthened their hand when lobby-
ing for their rights. Laurence Haupt-
man’s five decades of  scholarship shine 
through this revelatory account.

 – Vernon Schmid
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LORI A. HENNING
Harnessing the Airplane

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 240 pages, $29.95
OUPress.com

A detailed exploration of  Ameri-
can and British cavalry’s responses to 
the technological development of  the 
airplane explores the pros and cons of  
the use of  heavier than air machines in 
warfare. Like many technological ad-
vances, it was thought that the airplane 
was a flash-in-the-pan experiment at the 
turn of  the 20th Century. Britain had a 
long, colorful cavalry history with four 
different cavalry departments including 
the Household Cavalry, which still ex-
ists. The U.S. cavalry was in its infancy 
after its development in the Civil War. 
During World War I, airplanes were an 
interdependent combat source resulting 
in the establishment of  the Royal Air 
Force. Air power in the United States, 
an adjunct to cavalry, developed incre-
mentally to become a major military 
combat component, while the U.S. 
cavalry was slowly replaced by armored 
cars and tanks.

 – Vernon Schmid

MARTHA LOUISE HIPP
Sovereign Schools: How Shoshones and 
Arapahos Created a High School on the 
Wind River Reservation

University of  Nebraska Press
Hardcover, 271 pages, $29.95
NebraskaPress.unl.edu

After a century of  struggle against 
cultural and political decimation, the 
Shoshone and Arapaho people on the 
Wind River Reservation sought in the 
late 1960s and 1970s to establish a high 
school independent of  non-Indian influ-
ence. This book offers a sympathetic 
recounting of  their success based on pri-
mary sources and oral history. Though 
a regional effort, the goals, impediments 
and multiple challenges faced by these 
Wyoming Indians mirror the “self-de-
termination” that flourished nationwide 
at that time. The author summarizes 
their goal: “Tribal people established 
their public school for two reasons; they 
wanted to give their children an environ-
ment that emphasized their history and 
culture, and they wanted the children 
to succeed at home and in relationship 
to the outside world.” In the face of  
overt discrimination and fierce political 
opposition locally and nationally, the 
successful establishment of  an indepen-

dent secondary school has created new 
opportunities for both the children and 
larger community on the reservation. 
This is a case study that informs and 
inspires.

 – Bob Clark

HENRYK HOFFMANN
Ironies, Coincidences and Absurdities in 
my Ordinary Life on Both Sides of  the 
Atlantic

Higher Ground Books & Media
Trade paperback, 281 pages, $12.99
HigherGroundBooksAndMedia.com

Like many young boys of  his genera-
tion, Henryk Hoffmann, born in 1949, 
grew up watching Westerns – and mov-
ies of  all genres – at local theaters. Hoff-
man, however, didn’t grow up in post-
World War II America, but in Poland. 
Hoffmann was more than just a fan, he 
was a collector who, since settling in the 
United States in 1992, has become one 
of  the foremost writers of  film reference 
books, including “A” Western Filmmak-
ers: A Biographical Dictionary of  Writers, 
Directors, Cinematographers, Composers, 
Actors and Actresses and Four Hollywood 
Legends in World Literature: Bogart, Cooper, 
Gable and Tracy. This detailed memoir 
chronicles his personal and professional 
experiences in Europe and America, 
and how he came to love movies, but 
mostly, Westerns. 

PRENTISS INGRAHAM 
(author) and SANDRA K. 
SAGALA (editor)
Buffalo Bill Cody: A Man of  the West

University Press of  Kansas
Trade paperback, 349 pages, $29.95
KansasPress.ku.edu

In 1895, Prentiss Ingraham, a prolific 
dime novelist and (sometimes close, 
sometimes not) friend of  William F. 
“Buffalo Bill” Cody, wrote a biogra-
phy of  the legendary frontiersman 
and showman that was serialized in 
the Duluth (Minnesota) Press. Sandra 
K. Sagala, an independent researcher 
and one of  today’s leading Buffalo Bill 
historians, has transcribed Ingraham’s 
account, providing notes and an intro-
duction to a rousing and often exag-
gerated look at Cody. Sagala brings the 
story closer to reality, but Ingraham’s 
writing does provide a they-were-there 
and immediate look at history. A wor-
thy addition for students of  Cody and 
Western lore. 

RICHARD IRVIN
Four Star Television Productions: A 
History of  the Business, Series, and 
Pilots of  the Iconic Television Production 
Company: 1952-1959

BearManor Media
Hardcover, trade paperback, 271 pages, 
$34.95, $24.95
BearManorMedia.com

Fans of  television’s vintage Westerns 
will learn from this reference book 
about the history of  Four Star Produc-
tions and its many series. Topics include 
Sam Peckinpah’s creation of  The Rifle-
man and The Westerner as well as how 
Dick Powell’s anthology, Zane Grey The-
ater, introduced the pilots for Trackdown, 
The Rifleman and Johnny Ringo, some of  
which led to other series such as Wanted: 
Dead or Alive and The Law of  the Plains-
man. Black Saddle, Wichita Town (with 
Joel McCrea) and Stagecoach West are 
among the other series described here.

 – David Morrell

VIRGINIA COUSE LEAVITT
Eanger Irving Couse: The Life and Times 
of  an American Artist, 1866-1936

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 400 pages, $59.95
OUPress.com

If  anything is important about a 
human life, perhaps it is what we keep 
undercover and then share, authenti-
cally, with others at the right time. 
Virginia Couse Leavitt, granddaughter 
of  Eanger Irving Couse, certainly has 
released Eanger Irving Couse: The Life and 
Times of  an American Artist, 1866-1936 
at the right time.  After researching for 
decades the life of  this great Taos, New 
Mexico, artist, Leavitt, with access to 
extensive family archives, has published 
his definitive biography.  Couse early 
on was fascinated by Chippewa Indians 
living around his hometown of  Saginaw, 
Michigan. As many artists did, he spent 
time in Paris, learning his trade and 
about a third of  the book documents his 
experiences there. In time he spent sum-
mers in Taos, where he help found the 
Taos Society of  Artists, serving as its 
first president. His images reached the 
masses via advertising material for the 
Santa Fe Railway.

 – Larry Len Peterson
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BILL MARKLEY and KELLEN 
CUTSFORTH 
Old West Showdown: Two Authors 
Wrangle Over the Truth about The Mythic 
Old West

TwoDot 
Hardcover, 192 pages, $22.95
GlobePequot.com

Arguing can be not only good for the 
soul, but interesting and educational to 
the bystander. Bill Markley and Kel-
len Cutsforth allow the reader to sit in 
with them as they argue. This well-re-
searched and well-presented book takes 
a hard look at famous characters and 
events from the Wild West. The O.K. 
Corral gunfight, the James-Younger 
Gang’s raid on a Northfield, Minnesota, 
bank, Billy the Kid’s death and more 
are examined from both sides. At the 
beginning of  each chapter, facts are 
established. Then … respectfully, they 
give their side of  the story – quoting 
witnesses, citing newspaper accounts 
and explaining in detail why their view 
is correct. A terrific source of  informa-
tion and a breath of  fresh air.

 – Melody Groves

DALE MARTIN
Ties, Rails, and Telegraph Wires: 
Railroads and Communities in Montana 
and the West

Montana Historical Society Press
Paperback, 191 pages, $19.95
MontanaHistoricalSociety.org

Colorful reminiscences by Mary 
Clearman Blew and Ivan Doig add in-
terest and depth to this well-researched 
book. Historic and contemporary maps 
along with numerous photographs help 
tell the story of  the railroads, as well 
as showcasing the people and places 
along the routes. Dale Martin takes 
readers on a grand tour of  the “The 
Treasure State,” exploring the connec-
tions and the daily service provided by 
the railroads and the time and region 
of  “the first two-thirds of  the 20th 
Century in Montana and the West, the 
Midwest and Canada.” Climb aboard 
for a leisurely journey narrated in a 
conversational style by a knowledge-
able guide. Some readers might want 
to return again and again to soak in the 
details of  early train travel as well as to 
learn about the freight and commerce 
the railroads moved. An informative 
and entertaining history. Footnotes and 
a good index round out the trip.

 – Lori Van Pelt

LEO PANDO
Trigger: The Lives and Legend of  Roy 
Rogers’ Palomino (Second Edition)

McFarland & Company
Trade paperback, 373 pages, $39.95
McFarlandBooks.com

This fascinating study of  Roy Rogers’s 
iconic palomino is almost a detective sto-
ry, uncovering secrets such as the many 
non-RR films in which Trigger appeared 
as well as Trigger’s numerous doubles. 
While Trigger was unusually photogenic, 
his main counterpart – temperamental 
Little Trigger – could perform more tricks 
(more than a hundred), including danc-
ing, running up stairs and pulling a bed 
sheet off  Bob Hope in Son of  Paleface. Af-
ter intriguing revelations about Rogers’s 
career, a blistering conclusion describes 
the sale of  his museum collection and the 
fate of  mounted Trigger. Numerous rare 
photographs.

 – David Morrell

HEATHER LAW PEZZAROSSI 
and RUSSELL N. SHEPTAK 
(editors)
Indigenous Persistence in the Colonized 
Americas: Material and Documentary 
Perspectives on Entanglement

University of  New Mexico Press
Hardcover, 250 pages, $75
UNMPress.com

This anthology offers 10 essays dealing 
with the question of  survival and authen-
ticity, two concepts that the contributors 
examine with case studies in the Ameri-
cas.  They challenge traditional historical 
archaeology where the focus has been on 
indigenous people seen as static societies 
that European intrusion contaminated 
through introduction of  exotic plants and 
animals along with manufactured items 
that altered American Indian cultures.  
Contributors argue that archaeologists 
need to give indigenous people agency 
in their own societies, preserving their 
cultures and religious beliefs while adapt-
ing to the dominant society. Some of  
the essays employ too much jargon for 
nonspecialists to decode. However, the 
essays on Comanche imperialism, central 
California’s mission Indians, the Indians 
of  the Tolay Valley in California and the 
Nipmuc nation provide insights that are 
informative and intriguing.

 – Abraham Hoffman

RIDGWAY WESTERN 
HERITAGE SOCIETY
True Grit: A 50-Year Tribute

Ridgway Western Heritage Society
Paperback, 128 pages, $25
OCRHM.org

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of  
the release of  True Grit, the 1969 West-
ern film based on Charles Portis’s novel 
and the movie that won John Wayne 
his only Academy Award, the Ridgway 
Western Heritage Society has issued 
an illustrated look at the movie filmed 
in 1968 in and around this picturesque 
Colorado mountain town. Most of  the 
articles are reprints, including several 
from 1968 and a 2011 True West maga-
zine article by Paul Andrew Hutton. 
While not thorough, and sometimes 
repetitive, this guide will certainly 
please fans of  the movie and Wayne. 
It even includes a guide for travelers to 
locations used in the film. 

IKER SAITUA 
Basque Immigrants and Nevada’s Sheep 
Industry: Geopolitics and the Making of  
an Agricultural Workforce, 1880-1954

University of  Nevada Press
Trade paperback, 312 pages, $44.95
UNPress.nevada.edu

Aside from the fact that he once ate a 
good meal in the Basque restaurant in 
Elko, Nevada’s Star Hotel, this reviewer 
knew little about this ethnic group that 
hailed from a small area in northern 
Spain. They were skilled sheepmen, and 
the wide-open spaces of  Nevada drew 
their migration to the United States. The 
Restrictive Immigration Act of  1924 
along with the Depression and World 
War II cut their numbers to the detri-
ment of  sheep ranches, and it took pow-
erful Senator Patrick McCarran to open 
the doors again. The author, a Basque, 
shows how these immigrants became 
the backbone of  the sheep industry in 
Nevada and takes what might be a mun-
dane subject and makes it interesting.

 – Lynn Bueling

DOUGLAS SHEFLIN
Legacies of  Dust: Land Use and Labor on 
the Colorado Plains

University of  Nebraska Press
Hardcover, 426 pages, $55
NebraskaPress.unl.edu

The author reminds readers that the 
drought of  the 1930s was the worst 
ecological tragedy in American history.  
Coupled with the economic depres-
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sion of  those years, American farmers 
and many others faced ruin. Douglas 
Sheflin narrows his scope of  study to 
the agricultural economy of  Colorado, 
where he illustrates how federal support 
worked hand in hand with affected 
producers to bring improvements to all 
concerned, including labor. This volume 
is not a “beach read,” but it is a highly 
informative study for students of  agri-
cultural history.

– Lynn Bueling

RON TYLER
Western Art, Western History: Collected 
Essays

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 312 pages, $65
OUPress.com

The great Oxford scholar C.S. Lewis 
once said that people needed to be 
reminded more than taught. Western Art, 
Western History showcases eight reworked 
essays by Ron Tyler, retired director of  
the Amon Carter Museum of  American 
Art in Fort Worth, Texas. This compila-
tion reminds us what a gifted writer and 
historian of  American history and art he 
is. Nineteenth Century America unfolds 
in three intriguing parts that feature the 
little-remembered Louis Choris and 
Alfred E. Mathews, along with several of  
the masters of  Western art: Karl Bodmer, 
Alfred Jacob Miller, John James Audu-
bon, George Caleb Bingham and Freder-
ic Remington. One of  the most interest-
ing chapters is “Illustrated Government 
Publications Related to the American 
West, 1843-1863,” which reveals how the 
federal government’s patronage towards 
artists and lithographers produced publi-
cations that made statements forging or 
reinforcing opinions about nationhood, 
cultural identity, American Indians and 
the environment. Paintings and photo-
graphs may be aesthetically pleasing, 
but they all contain messages, overt or 
subliminal.

– Larry Len Peterson

MALIN WILSON-POWELL
New Beginnings: An American Story of  
Romantics and Modernists in the West

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, paperback, 248 pages, $65, $40
OUPress.com

Romanticism reveals reason’s limits 
while still – as New Beginnings recog-
nizes – paying it tribute. This extensively 
illustrated catalog accompanies a travel-
ing exhibition of  objects by Taos and 

Santa Fe colony artists from the mag-
nificent Tia Collection. The strength 
of  this publication is revealing lesser 
known artists along with famed artists 
such as Ernest L. Blumenschein, E. 
Irving Couse, Leon Gaspard and Walter 
Ufer. Made clear is the importance of  
the stunning Southwest landscapes and 
its native peoples to the romantics and 
modernists of  the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. After profiling the founding 
of  the Taos and Santa Fe colonies, we 
are taken on a wonderful tour of  “Land 
and Sky: The Seasons,” “Ancient Cul-
tures: Ceremony and Ritual, A Sense of  
Place and the Everyday” and “Working 
From Life: Still Lifes, Portraits, and 
the Kitchen Table.” Reflective essays 
at the end of  the book by participating 
museums – Booth Western Art Mu-
seum, Dayton Art Institute, Crocker Art 
Museum and Yellowstone Art Museum 
– add a nice finishing touch.

– Larry Len Peterson

FICTION
RUDOLFO ANAYA
ChupaCabra Meets Billy the Kid

University of  Oklahoma Press
Hardcover, 184 pages, $24.95
OUPress.com

Rudolfo Anaya, a Houdini of  story-
telling, has taken huge risks and reached 
heights that will amaze even his most 
devoted readers. Rosa, a young Chi-
cana writer, is consumed by the idea 
of  discovering the truth about Billy the 
Kid. (That’s how we writing madmen 
are with ideas.) She tells a friend she 
would sell her soul to know Billy better. 
The friend points out an easier way: 
There are holes in time that will allow 
Rose to travel back to Billy’s time and 
get acquainted with him directly. Rosa 
takes the plunge – she rides along the 
river of  water, which is the river of  time, 
back to 1878, where she can hang with 
Billy, ride with him and maybe become 
fonder of  him than she had planned on. 
Though it might seem that every minute 
detail about Billy and the Lincoln 
County War has been displayed eagerly 
by previous writers, Anaya makes his 
story a hymn of  throbbing beauty. An 
extraordinary achievement.

– Win Blevins

BILL BISHOP
Two Hearts: The Tale of  Cole Younger’s 
Sweetheart

Resource Publications
Trade paperback, 162 Pages, $19

Two Hearts covers roughly 10 years 
from the end of  the Civil War until 1876 
and is based on the stories, legends and 
myths that have been passed down by the 
author’s family for almost 150 years. Bill 
Barton, a Union spy during the Civil War, 
meets, falls in love with and wins the 
heart of  the beautiful Lucy Breedon. Only 
after his “love at first sight” moment and 
commitment to Lucy does he discover 
that Cole Younger, of  the James-Younger 
Gang, considers Lucy his property. 
Younger spends 10 years looking for Bar-
ton and Lucy, and in the end – he finds 
them. It’s a good story, well told and well 
written. Two Hearts is a short book, which 
makes it even harder to put down once 
you’ve started. 

– Scott Harris

MICHAEL A. BLACK
Legends of  the West: A Deputy Marshal 
Bass Reeves Western

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 244 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Weaving history into fiction is always 
tricky. Michael A. Black does a credible 
job with this addition to the Bass Reeves 
legend. A solitary figure in Indian Territo-
ry because of  his race, Reeves nonetheless 
was faithful to his duty in a lawless region 
after the Civil War. The author’s offer of  a 
taste of  what might have been concerning 
the Lone Ranger is an interesting touch, 
as is his note about Zane Grey. This entry 
into the Western genre is a commendable 
effort. 

– Vernon Schmid

TOM CLAFFEY
Midnight

Sweetgrass Books
Trade paperback, 147 pages, $14.95
SweetgrassBooks.com

Forced off  the road during a violent 
nighttime thunderstorm, big-rig driver 
Kelsey Brannigan and her feisty mutt, 
Max, shelter beside an abandoned church 
in Taiban, New Mexico. Next morning, 
Max discovers a raven with a broken wing. 
Kelsey, with the help of  nearby cowboy, 
Rick, takes it to an Albuquerque vet. She 
names the bird Midnight and watches it 
recover and fly free. This novel’s second 
plot also involves female truck drivers, 
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one stalked by a madman. Tires and 
brake lines are slashed, direct threats add 
tension to a relatively gentle story. The 
author has researched birds, vet care, big 
rigs, etc., quite well, but needs to weave 
it into the story rather than info-dump-
ing. All in all, a nice read.

– Melody Groves

D. LÁSZLÓ CONHAIM
All Man’s Land

Broken Arrow Press
Trade paperback, 144 pages, $11.90

D. László Conhaim pens a sequel to 
Comanche Captive in the form of  a trib-
ute novella to Paul Robeson: All Man’s 
Land. Robeson, an African-American 
bass baritone concert artist and actor, 
was recognized for his musical perfor-
mances and cultural accomplishments, 
but his political activism made him a 
controversial figure admired by some 
and reviled by others. Set in turn-of-
the-century Wyoming, All Man’s Land 
personifies Robeson in the character 
Benjamin Neill – Civil War hero, a 
learned man, a masterful singer, a po-
litical progressive, a man of  the people 

and a prophet – who comes to town to 
settle a score. Conhaim packs gunfights, 
villains, intrigue, mystery, plot twists, 
some romance and a happy ending into 
this vivid, entertaining novel.

– Cowboy Mike Searles

RUSTY DAVIS
Rakeheart

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 293 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

The main character in Rusty Davis’s 
Rakeheart is Kane, a troubleshooter 
working for General William Tecumseh 
Sherman. Sherman sends him to the 
town of  Rakeheart, Wyoming, where 
plenty of  trouble is brewing. Davis has 
written a solid traditional Western, 
where virtually no one is whom he or 
she seems. There’s plenty of  action, 
twists and turns, a good woman and 
a high body count. My one quibble 
with the book is the overuse of  short, 
two-, three- or four-word sentences. The 
tendency mars what is an otherwise fine 
piece of  work. 

– James J. Griffin

C. JOSEPH GREAVES
Church of  the Graveyard Saints

Torrey House Press
Trade paperback, 263 pages, $17.95
TorreyHouse.org

Call this Tony Hillerman meets The 
Monkey Wrench Gang with a little bit of  
David Morrell and a touch of  Craig 
Johnson. All woven together expertly 
with the wit, style and confidence of  C. 
Joseph “Chuck” Greaves (Green-Eyed 
Lady, Tom & Lucky (and George & Cokey 
Flo)). Moving away from his Jack Mac-
Taggart legal mysteries, Greaves turns 
to southwestern Colorado (he lives near 
Cortez), where Addie Decker returns 
home for her grandmother’s funeral and 
soon finds herself  in a romantic triangle 
and an environmental war between 
self-styled Western Warriors and the 
oil-and-gas business.

LANCASTER HILL
War Valley: A Hank Gannon Western

Pinnacle
Mass-market paperback, 328 pages, $7.99
KensingtonBooks.com
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When disgraced Texas Special Police 
tracker Hank Gannon leaves Austin and 
his fiancé, Constance, to live in a wild 
valley near the capital, he has no idea 
his exile will put him in the middle of  
a Comanche war party or place Con-
stance in jeopardy. Unfortunately, the 
novel suffers from serious weaknesses: 
Explanations, digressions and flash-
backs slow the narrative. And it has an 
improbable plot, with authorities wor-
rying that Austin, with 4,500 people in 
1871, faces destruction from two dozen 
Comanches. Gannon is an interesting 
character, but he needs to be handled 
more effectively.

 – Loyd Uglow

DEL HOWISON
The Survival of  Margaret Thomas

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 371 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Horror writer Del Howison makes his 
first foray into the Western genre. Mar-
garet Thomas has spent years of  her life 
wallowing in drunken self-pity after the 
murder of  her sheriff  husband, James. 
Now, word has reached her that one of  
the men suspected of  killing her hus-
band is about to face trial in Arizona. 
This rouses her out of  her rut, and she 
sets off  to attend the trial. This leads to 
a brutal journey, rife with violence. The 
book, not so much a Western as a hor-
ror novel in a Western setting, is filled 
with plenty of  graphic violence. The 
text can’t be faulted for lack of  action, 
but there are errors in time and geogra-
phy. If  you prefer your novels with an 
abundance of  bloodshed and don’t mind 
overlooking the inaccuracies, then this 
may be the book for you.

 – James J. Griffin

CRAIG JOHNSON
Land of  Wolves

Viking
Hardcover, 320 pages, $28
PenguinRandomHouse.com

Walt Longmire, sheriff  of  Absaroka 
County, Wyoming, is recovering from 
the wounds he suffered in Mexico when 
a migrant worker, a sheepherder for the 
Basque Extepares family, is found dead. 
But beside the body is a dead sheep, 
possibly killed by a wolf. So starts a 
puzzle for Walt to work through. Did 
the sheepherder kill himself  or was he 
murdered? If  murdered, why? And did 
a huge wolf  hunting alone really kill 

the sheep? Moreover, who is leaving 
Walt cryptic notes on play money? All 
questions for Walt to work through in 
his inimitable way. I’m glad to see Walt 
back in Wyoming with his profane 
deputy Victoria Morelli and the usual 
cast. Dedicated readers will find Land of  
Wolves a fine addition to the Longmire 
series.

 – Carol Crigger

JENNIFER KINCHELOE
The Body in Griffith Park:  
An Anna Blanc Mystery

Seventh Street Books
Trade Paperback, 381 pages, $15.95
SeventhStreetBooks.com

Set in 1908 Los Angeles, the story 
follows the real-life trial and subsequent 
exoneration of  one George Bixby. Bix-
by, one of  the richest men in California, 
probably proves the wealthy can buy 
their way out of  anything. But this is 
fiction, and police matron Anna Blanc, 
a former debutante whose crime fight-
ing activities have ruined her reputation, 
is on the hunt for whoever murdered a 
man in Griffith Park. And, while she’s 
at it, catch The Black Pearl, a mystery 
man who procures underage girls for the 
pleasure of  rich men. Aided by detec-
tive Joe Singer, they discover the best 
suspect is the half-brother Anna never 
knew she had. At times the book fades 
into the realm of  farce, but it is fast-
paced and amusing.

 – Carol Crigger

SEAN LYNCH
Death Rattle: The Guns of  Samuel 
Pritchard

Pinnacle 
Mass-market paperback, 377 pages, $7.99
KensingtonBooks.com

   Samuel Pritchard, aka Smokin’ 
Joe Atherton, is the toughest, kick-butt 
good guy the West has ever seen. He’s 
also the best shot, real or imaginary. 
The sometimes Texas Ranger moves 
from Missouri to Texas, Mexico to New 
Mexico and Kansas, back to Missouri, 
tracking down and plugging rustlers 
and outlaws, protecting widows and 
avenging wrongs against humanity and 
his own family. His story is a scorcher, 
loaded with suspense that will have you 
turning pages and skipping supper. If  
you like lots of  action, lots of  gunplay 
and a high body count, this is your read.

– Harlan Hague

TÉA OBREHT
Inland

Random House
Hardcover, 374 pages, $27
RandomHouseBooks.com

It’s rare for a Western to appear on the 
New York Times bestseller list. Set in Ari-
zona Territory in 1893, this novel alter-
nates between a frontierswoman whose 
husband has disappeared and a former 
outlaw who’s now part of  the U.S. 
Army’s Camel Corps. Their stories (one 
lasts a day while the other takes years; 
one is in the third person while the other 
is a first-person narrative addressed to a 
camel) remain separate until the char-
acters intersect in the final pages. Some 
reviewers called this a historical Western, 
but it’s more magical realism. The book’s 
expansive, lyrical tone dominates its plot. 
The author grew up in the former Yugo-
slavia, where Western novels attracted 
her to the “vast … almost supernaturally 
beautiful wilderness” of  the American 
Southwest.

 – David Morrell

MICHAEL PARKER
Prairie Fever

Algonquin Books
Hardcover, 320 pages, $26.95
Algonquin.com

The prairie sings a unique and persis-
tent song, and Michael Parker captures 
it in this novel of  harsh realities. The 
relationship between two sisters held in 
the grip of  the prairie is as timeless as 
the prairie itself.  Blizzards and crushing 
heat add a dimension of  generational 
struggle familiar to those who know the 
harsh frontier and its ability to shape 
kinships grounded in love. Parker’s poet-
ic tale is told with grace and originality 
that holds one in its grip. An excep-
tional work. 

– Vernon Schmid

KINLEY ROBY
Arapaho Summer

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 393 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

From Little Round Top at Gettysburg 
to the rich farmland near Spokane, 
Washington, this novel traces the jour-
ney west through the eyes of  two Civil 
War veterans and two Arapaho women. 
At times the story reads like an 1860s 
travelogue interlaced with the adven-
tures of  the travelers.  An orphan boy 
and a wolf  add moments of  humor and 
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excitement along with occasional con-
flict with American Indian war parties. 
The use of  pidgin English in the Tonto 
format distracts from the story but in 
general it is an interesting read.

 – Vernon Schmid

HAZEL RUMNEY (editor)
The Spoilt Quilt and Other Frontier 
Stories: Pioneering Women of  the West

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 360 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Book three of  Five Star’s excellent 
series of  anthologies gives voice to the 
women of  the West. Multi-Spur Award 
winner Sandra Dallas kicks off  with the 
title story, and she sets the bar thrill-
ingly high. There is taut, compelling 
writing throughout, with stories profil-
ing lonely pioneer wives grappling with 
insanity, mail-order brides left groom-
less and a bordello madam seeking 
refuge among nuns as Jackson’s Battle 
of  New Orleans rages. Considerable 
violence in the forms of  domestic abuse 
and perhaps a disproportionate number 
of  sexual assaults give The Spoilt Quilt a 
dark cast, although the scenes are more 
disturbing than graphic. Editor Hazel 
Rumney has, once again, curated a 
high-powered collection of  authors and 
Western short stories.

– Micki Fuhrman

MARK SUBLETTE
Indian School Days: A Charles Bloom 
Murder Mystery

Just Me Publishing
Hardcover, 301 pages, $24.95
MarkSublette.com

In the early 1960s, two Navajo boys 
try to escape the cruel headmaster at 
an Indian boarding school in Gallup, 
New Mexico. Fast-forward to the pres-
ent, where one of  those boys, Marvin 
Manycoats, is still on the reservation, 
having survived the school and a stint in 
Vietnam. But when Charles Bloom gets 
the chance to take over the Toadlena 
Trading Post temporarily, he and his 
wife, Rachel Yellowhorse, are thrown 
into a whirlwind of  abuse, kidnappings, 
murder and squash blossom necklaces. 
Mark Sublette, an expert on American 
Indian art, knows this country, the art 
and history, and keeps the action mov-
ing in the sixth Charles Bloom mystery.

C.M. WENDELBOE
The Man Who Hated Hickok

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 241 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Ira Drang is set on killing Wild Bill 
Hickok, who has fled to Deadwood 
after causing the death of  Ira’s kid 
brother. Horseless and broke, Ira takes 
a job riding shotgun on a stagecoach to 
catch up with Hickok. He’s tailed by a 
gang of  old enemies, and there’s a good 
chance one of  the stage passengers is 
a vicious murderer. C.M. Wendelboe 
guides this part-murder mystery, all-
Western tale with a sure and steady 
hand, keeping the story moving with 
no-frills language, while dropping in 

satisfying amounts of  color and historical 
detail. Fist/gun/knife fights, bad guys, 
bad girls, Indians, horse thieving, last-
page justice – The Man Who Hated Hickok 
reads like an action-packed Saturday 
Western matinee.

 – Micki Fuhrman

JULIE WESTON
Moonscape: A Nellie Burns and Moonshine 
Mystery

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 250 pages, $25.95 
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Betcha can’t put this story down. There 
are so many twists and turns, you’ll feel 
like Chubby Checker. This is the third 
mystery that award-winning author Julie 
Weston brings us about Nellie Burns 
and her dog, Moonshine. Dead bodies 
are turning up, there’s a strange religious 
cult, craggy lava fields and ominous caves 
to navigate, and an ensemble of  quirky 
characters. Weston’s language is artistic: 
“… lower mountains bare of  trees and 
wrinkled like army blankets ….” It’s the 
early 1920s and field photographer Nel-
lie Burns is unlike frilly females of  her 
time. She’s adventurous, a natural sleuth, 
isn’t afraid of  getting dirty and speaks 
her mind. Weston writes quick dialogue, 
keeps the drama moving at breakneck 
speed and leaves readers on the edge of  
their seats. Can’t wait for her next book. 

– Denise F. McAllister

KAREN WILLS
All Too Human: A Saga of  Deadly 
Deceptions and Dark Desires
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Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 322 pages, $25.95.
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

A fast-paced, historic story that kept me guessing up until 
the last page. In 1905, aspiring attorney Rebecca Bryan steps 
up to help when her uncle and senior law partner succumbs to 
a stroke. Her assignment is to find the missing will of  Lucinda 
Cale, an affluent widow who once entranced Uncle Max. At 
the family hunting lodge in the wilds of  Montana, Rebecca 
meets Lucinda’s family, including an eccentric artist who at-
tracts her strongly, and finds Lucinda’s diary, which describes 
the family secrets as deep and dark. A good read!

– Linda Jacobs

ETHAN J. WOLFE
Lawman

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 287 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Lawman is the fifth book in Ethan Wolfe’s “Regulator” se-
ries. Murphy is the flint-tough protagonist (think Jack Reach-
er from the Lee Child novels), who, against his wife’s wishes, 
returns to duty as a Secret Service agent when summoned 
by none other than President Chester Arthur. The president 
believes Murphy is the only man who can solve the kidnap for 
ransom case of  the niece of  the British ambassador. Arthur 
hopes to avoid an international incident and turns Murphy 
loose, something that doesn’t bode well for any man he is look-
ing for. Murphy battles the Klan, Washington bureaucrats and 
more than a dozen men who are involved in the kidnapping. 

Not to give anything away, but I fully expect there to be a sixth 
book in the series, and I plan on reading it.

 – Scott Harris

JUVENILE
K.D. HUXMAN (author) LISA GREENLEAF 
(illustrator)
The Colorado Coal Field War: Massacre at Ludlow

Apprentice Shop Books
Hardcover, 72 pages, $24.95
ApprenticeShopBooks.com

This story of  a coal miners’ strike that turned into a savage 
war in 1913 and 1914 in Colorado is history with the gloves 
off  for a juvenile audience. One historian counts 75 persons – 
striking miners, mine employees, family members and unlucky 
bystanders – killed in the fighting. The worst day was April 
20, 1914, when National Guardsmen fired on a tent camp in 
Ludlow, Colorado, killing 20 strikers and family members, 
including 11 children and two women.

The book, written in a style easy for young readers to under-
stand, explores not just the violence but also the immigrant ex-
perience, the way coal develops, why coal was –and is – in such 
demand and the dangers, diseases and hardships that miners 
endure and that resulted in the strike. Historic and contempo-
rary photos, drawings and breakouts help move the story along.

– Ollie Reed Jr.

JAMES J. GRIFFIN
A Ranger for Life

Painted Pony Books
Trade paperback, 168 pages, $9.63
PaintedPonyBooks.com

A Ranger for Life is the 10th book in James J. Griffin’s Lone 
Star Ranger series. Griffin is a lifelong fan and student of  the 
Texas Rangers, and this passion and expertise flows through-
out the book, adding to the story and the storytelling. Nate and 
Hoot are two of  10 young Texas Rangers who find themselves 
taking on close to 40 hardened outlaws who have the Rangers 
trapped in a barn. Before the exciting final chapters, we follow 
five of  the Rangers as they fall in love, become professional 
wrestlers and boxers, track down cattle rustlers, engage in a 
furious gun battle and grow up right before our eyes. The book 
is fast paced, a quick read, and if  you love Texas Rangers, one 
you won’t want to miss.

 – Scott Harris

PHIL MILLS JR. (author) and ROBERT BROOKS 
and CINDY SMITH (illustrators)
Mud Between My Toes

Mascot Books
Hardcover, 30 pages, $14.95
MascotBooks.com

A young girl visiting her grandparents’ ranch in the Okla-
homa hills learns all about the good life – homemade quilts 
and feather beds, hot cakes and milking cows, what mud feels 
like when you’re barefoot and why lunch is called dinner. Phil 
Mills Jr. pens a gentle, peaceful story warmly illustrated by 
Robert Brooks and Cindy Smith. A sweet story to be read to 
children, especially those living in cities, before bedtime.
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BOOK NOTES
JOHNNY D. BOGGS
The American West on Film

ABC-CLIO
Hardcover, 237 pages, $63
ABC-CLIO.com

This volume of  the publisher’s new 
“Hollywood History” series takes 11 
movies set in the post-Civil War West, 
from 1939’s Union Pacific to 2007’s The 
Assassination of  Jesse James by the Coward 
Robert Ford, compares and  contrasts 
the filmmakers’ version of  history with 
the facts and how the movies came to 
be made. Other titles include Red River, 
The Magnificent Seven, Little Big Man and 
Tombstone. 

PETER BRANDVOLD
Blood on the Moon and Star (Bear 
Haskell, U.S. Deputy Marshal): A 
Frontier Duo

Five Star Publishing
Hardcover, 398 pages, $25.95
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

Big Bear Haskell is at it again, chas-
ing killers in Colorado in Shoot-Out in 
Julesburg and investigating a string of  
murders in the Dakota Territory town 
of  Sioux Camp in Bullets, Bruins & A 
Lady Called Chance. Two action-packed 
Westerns combined in one book. 

N. SCOTT MOMADAY
The Way to Rainy Mountain

University of  New Mexico Press
Trade paperback, 88 pages, $16.95
UNMPress.com

First published in 1969 – the year N. 
Scott Momaday won the Pulitzer Prize 
for his novel House Made of  Dawn –The 
Way to Rainy Mountain follows the jour-
ney of  Tai-me, the Kiowa’s Sun Dance 
doll, and the journey of  Momaday, fol-
lowing the same route the Kiowas took 
from Montana to the Southern Plains, 
to his grandmother’s grave. To celebrate 
the book’s 50th anniversary, the Univer-
sity of  New Mexico Press has released 
a special edition, with illustrations by 
Momaday’s father and a new preface 
by Momaday, the 2010 Owen Wister 
Award recipient.

LARRY D. THOMAS
In a Field of  Cotton: Mississippi River 
Delta Poems

This column provides readers with advance 
notice (precatalog) of  upcoming Western fiction 
and nonfiction books. Publishers include national 
houses, university presses, regional presses and 
small presses. All titles listed are contracted for, 
and have (at minimum) a tentative publication 
date at their respective presses.

Publishers and authors (include the name and 
address of  publisher) are invited to send informa-
tion six months prior to publication about books 
in process for inclusion in this column to the 
editor: Roundup Magazine, 10 Dovela Road, Santa 
Fe, NM 87508-8856; roundupwwa@aol.com.

Blackstone Audio Inc.
31 Mistletoe Road
Ashland, OR 97520

Downpour.com

JOHNNY D. BOGGS. The Raven’s 
Honor: A Sam Houston Story. Trade 
paperback, $14.95, December.

PETER BOWEN. The Tumbler: A 
Montana Mystery Featuring Gabriel Du 
Pré. Audiobook, $14.99, December.

LOUIS L’AMOUR and BEAU 
L’AMOUR. Louis L’Amour’s Lost 
Treasures: Volume 2: More Mysterious 
Stories, Unfinished Manuscripts, and 
Lost Notes from One of  the World’s Most 
Popular Novelists. Audiobook, $45, 
December.

SANDRA DALLAS. Westering Women: 
A Novel. Audiobook, $39.99, January.

WAYNE D. OVERHOLSER. 
High Desert: A Western Duo. Trade 
paperback, $14.95, January.

MAX BRAND. Sour Creek Valley: A 
Western Story. Trade paperback, $14.95, 
February.

Center Point Large Print
P.O. Box 1

Thorndike, ME 04986
CenterpointLargePrint.com

JOHNNY D. BOGGS. Buckskin, 
Bloomers, and Me: A Circle V Western. 
Hardcover, $34.95, December.

CLIFF FARRELL. Bucko. Hardcover, 
$35.95, December.

FRED GROVE. The Running Horses. 
Hardcover, $34.95, December.

WILLIAM COLT MacDONALD. 
Ghost-Town Gold. Hardcover, $34.95, 
December.

WAYNE D. OVERHOLSER. Gut 
Shot. Hardcover, $35.95, December.

CHARLES G. WEST. Massacre at Crow 
Creek Crossing: A Cole Bonner Western. 
Hardcover, $35.95, December.

MAX BRAND®. Tracker: A Western 
Story. Hardcover, $34.95, January.

GIFF CHESHIRE. Edge of  the Desert. 
Hardcover, $35.95, January.

SEAN LYNCH. Death Rattle: The Guns 
of  Samuel Pritchard. Hardcover, $35.95, 
January.

R.W. STONE. Ride into Trouble. 
Hardcover, $34.95, January.

LOUIS TRIMBLE. The Man from 
Colorado. Hardcover, $34.95, January.  

CARTER TRAVIS YOUNG. Red 
Grass. Hardcover, $35.95, January.

JAMES CLAY. Gunfighter’s Revenge. 
Hardcover, $35.95, February.

E.E. HALLERAN. Straw Boss. 
Hardcover, $34.95, February.

D.B. NEWTON. Bullets on the Wind: 
A Jim Bannister Western. Hardcover, 
$35.95, February.

LAURAN PAINE. Deadwood Ambush: 
A Circle V Western. Hardcover, $34.95, 
February.

LEWIS B. PATTEN. White Warrior. 
Hardcover, $34.95, February.

WALKER TOMPKINS. Bushwhack 
Bullets. Hardcover, $35.95, February.

Five Star Publishing
10 Water Street

Suite 310
Waterville, ME 04901
Gale.Cengage.com/FiveStar

HARPER COURTLAND. Indiscretions 
Along Virtue Avenue: Confessions of  Sadie 
Orchard. Hardcover, $25.95, December.

LEE MARTIN. Fast Ride to Boot Hill: 
The Legend of  Ben Hawks. Hardcover, 
$25.95, December.

JANE COLETTI PERRY. Marcello’s 
Promise. Hardcover, $25.95, December.

HAZEL J. RUMNEY (editor). Hobnail 
and Other Frontier Stories: A Century 
of  the American Frontier. Hardcover, 
$25.95, December.

IN THE CHUTE

BOOK NOTES (continued on page 39)
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WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Cutthroats: A Slash 
and Pecos Western. Hardcover, $31.99, 
January.

EDWARD MASSEY. Fugitive Sheriff. 
Hardcover, $27.99, January.

DAVID C. NOONAN. The Man from 
Misery. Hardcover, $28.99, January.

PATRICK DEAREN. Apache Lament. 
Hardcover, $29.99, February.

JAMES REASONER and L.J. 
WASHBURN. Six-Gun Law. 
Hardcover, $28.99, February.

JORY SHERMAN. Shadow Rider: 
Ghost Warrior. Hardcover, $30.99, 
February.

ETHAN J. WOLFE. The Reckoning: A 
Youngblood Brothers Western. Hardcover, 
$26.99, February.

TwoDot Books
Globe Pequot Press 

246 Goose Lane
Guilford, CT 06437

Rowman.com

JUDY ALTER. The Second Battle of  the 
Alamo. Hardcover, $22.95, February. 
RUSSELL ESTLACK. Please General 
Custer, I Don’t Want to Go. Paperback, 
$18.95, February. 
JAMES A. CRUTCHFIELD. It 
Happened in Texas. Paperback, $18.95, 
February.

University of Nebraska 
Press

1111 Lincoln Mall
Ste 400

Lincoln, NE 68588-0630
NebraskaPress.unl.edu

MARILYN IRVIN HOLT. Nebraska 
during the New Deal: The Federal 
Writers’ Project in the Cornhusker 
State. Paperback, $19.95, December.

University of New Mexico 
Press

1717 Roma Avenue NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106-

4509
UNMPress.com

CHRISTOPHER CONWAY. Heroes of  
the Borderlands: The Western in Mexican 
Film, Comics, and Music. Hardcover, 
$65, December.

MOISES GONZALES and 
ENRIQUE R. LAMADRID 
(editors). Nación Genízara: Ethnogenesis, 

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Hired Huns: Luke 
Jensen Bounty Hunter, Book 8. Mass-
market paperback, $7.99, January.  

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Preacher’s Frenzy: 
The First Mountain Man, Book 26. Mass-
market paperback, $7.99, January.  

Poisoned Pen Press/
Sourcebooks

4014 N. Goldwater Blvd.
#201

Scottsdale, AZ 85251
PoisonedPenPress.com

ANN PARKER. Mortal Music. 
Hardcover, trade paperback, $26.99, 
$15.99, January.

Rio Nuevo Publishers 
PO Box 5250

Tucson, AZ 85703
RioNuevo.com

WILLIAM NESTER. The Old West’s 
First Power Couples: The Fremonts, the 
Custers, and Their Epic Quest for Manifest 
Destiny. Hardcover, $26.95, December.

St. Martin’s Press
120 Broadway 

New York, NY 10271
Us.Macmillan.com

SANDRA DALLAS. Westering Women. 
Hardcover, $26.99, January.

Thorndike Press Large Print 

10 Water Street

Suite 310 
Waterville, ME 04901

Gale.cengage.com

TOBIAS COLE. The Guardian: 
Derailers. Hardcover, $28.99, 
December.

W. MICHAEL FARMER. The Last 
Warrior: The Life and Times of  Yellow 
Boy, Mescalero Apache. Hardcover, 
$27.99, December.

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Frontier America: 
A Preacher & MacCallister Western. 
Hardcover, $30.99, December.

JORY SHERMAN. Shadow Rider: 
Apache Sundown. Hardcover, $26.99, 
December.

C.K. CRIGGER. Yester’s Ride. 
Hardcover, $26.99, January.

TIM CHAMPLIN. Tom and Huck’s 
Deathly River (#3). Hardcover, $25.95, 
January.

RUSTY DAVIS. Spirit Walker: A 
Cheyenne Saga. Hardcover, $25.95, 
January.

GREG HUNT. Backtrail. Hardcover, 
$25.95, January.

STONE WALLACE. Johnny Scarface. 
Hardcover, $25.95, January.

PAUL COX. Destiny. Hardcover, 
$25.95, February.

EASY JACKSON. Muskrat Hill. 
Hardcover, $25.95, February.

PRESTON LEWIS. Rio Ruidoso. 
Hardcover, $25.95, February.

JAMES C. WORK. Ranger McIntyre: 
The Dunraven Hoard Murders, 
Hardcover, $25.95, February.

High Plains Press
P.O. Box 123

Glendo, WY 82213
HighPlainsPress.com

KATHRYN SWIM CUMMINGS. 
Esther Hobart Morris: The Unembellished 
Story of  the Nation’s First Female Judge. 
Trade paperback, $19.95, November.

Lyrical
Kensington Publishing 

Corp.
119 West 40th Street

Floor 21
New York, NY 10018

GERRY BARTLETT. Texas Reckless. 
eBook, $3.99, December. 

Pinnacle
Kensington Publishing 

Corp.
119 West 40th Street

Floor 21
New York, NY 10018

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Bloody Trail of  
the Mountain Man: Mountain Man, Book 
47. Mass-market paperback, $7.99, 
December.  

MICKEY SPILLANE and MAX 
ALLAN COLLINS. Last Stage to Hell 
Junction. Mass-market paperback, 
$7.99, December.  

BRETT COGBURN. Gunpowder 
Express: A Widowmaker Jones Western, 
Book 3. Mass-market paperback, $7.99, 
January.  
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TILGHMAN (from page 25)

the film positive reviews. Hollywood 
trade papers ignored it.

Unfortunately for Tilghman, the film 
failed to influence studio filmmakers, 
who preferred screenplays glorifying 
outlaws. It would seem that for every 
Western picture focusing on lawmen – 
Wyatt Earp in Frontier Marshal (1939) 
and My Darling Clementine (1946), for 
example – there are dozens of  films 
about Jesse James, Frank James, Billy 
the Kid and Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid.

Tilghman kept plug-
ging the film, taking it 
on tour now and then 
until 1921, narrating the 
action as it appeared on 
the screen. 

Shortly after a boot-
legger murdered Tilgh-
man in 1924, his wife, 
Zoe Stratton Tilghman, 
wrote Outlaw Days: A 
True History of  Early-Day Oklahoma 
Characters, telling of  the criminal 
careers of  the Daltons, Doolin and his 
gang, Belle Starr and Jennings.

Shown a copy of  the book by a 
friend of  his, Jennings rather ungra-
ciously wrote on the flyleaf, “Cliff, I 
have read the book. Its [sic] one [illeg-
ible word] lie from start to finish. Al 
Jennings.”

Jennings’s picture was on page 107 
of  the book. Underneath it he wrote, 
“Her husband was the sh-ts[,] Al Jen-
nings.” Not a nice way to acknowledge 
that it was Tilghman who gave Jen-
nings his big break in acting.

BOOK NOTES (from page 37)

Place, and Identity in New Mexico. 
Hardcover, $65, December.

MIKE TAPIA. Gangs of  the El Paso–
Juarez Borderland: A History. Hardcover, 
$45, December.

University of North Texas 
Press

1155 Union Circle
#311336

Denton, TX 76203
UNTPress.unt.edu

CHUCK PARSONS. Texas Ranger 
Lee Hall: From the Red River to the Rio 
Grande. Hardcover, $29.95, February.

University of Oklahoma 
Press

2800 Venture Drive
Norman, OK 73069

OUPress.com

LAWRENCE M. WOODS. Wyoming’s 
Big Horn Basin to 1901: A Late Frontier. 
Paperback, $29.95, January.

JASON COLAVITO. The Mound 
Builder Myth: Fake History and the Hunt 
for a “Lost White Race”. Paperback, 
$24.95, February.

THOMAS J. LAPPAS. In League 
Against King Alcohol: Native American 
Women and the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, 1874–1933. 
Hardcover, $36.95, February.

CHRISTOPHER M. REIN. The 
Second Colorado Cavalry: A Civil War 
Regiment on the Great Plains. Hardcover, 
$34.95, February.

MARTIN WOODSIDE. Frontiers of  
Boyhood: Imagining America, Past and 
Future. Hardcover, $34.95, February.

University Press of Colorado
245 Century Circle

Ste 202 
Louisville, CO 80027

UPColorado.com

DEREK EVERETT. Colorado Day by 
Day. Paperback, 26.95, February.

Wheeler Publishing Lrg. 
Prt.

10 Water Street
Suite 310

Waterville, ME 04901
Gale.Cengage.com

PAUL COLT. All That Glitters: A 
Great Western Detective League Case. 
Paperback, $25.99, December.

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Texas John 
Slaughter: Deadly Day in Tombstone. 
Paperback, $26.99, December.

JIM JONES. The Lights of  Cimarrón. 
Paperback, $25.99, December.

PETER BRANDVOLD. The Cost 
of  Dying: Lou Prophet, Bounty Hunter. 
Paperback, $25.99, January.

TOBIAS COLE. The Sharpshooter: 
Gold Fever. Paperback, $26.99, January.

JAMES D. CROWNOVER. Sheep Pen 
Cañon. Paperback, $25.99, January.

PAUL COLT. Friends Call Me Bat. 
Paperback, $26.99, February.

M.J. HOLT. Confessions to Mr. 
Roosevelt. Paperback, $26.99, February.

WILLIAM W. JOHNSTONE and 
J.A. JOHNSTONE. Luke Jensen, 
Bounty Hunter: Burning Daylight. 
Paperback, $26.99, February.

Wolfpack Publishing
6032 Wheat Penny Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV 89122

WolfpackPublishing.com 

A.W. HART. Heaven’s Bounty. 
Paperback, $12.99, December.

A.W. HART. Brand of  the Damned. 
Paperback, $12.99, December.

JOHNNY GUNN. Peregine. eBook, 99 
cents, January.

JASON LAWSON. The Heist. 
Paperback, $12.99, January.

JASON LAWSON. Crimson Snow. 
Paperback, $12.99, January.

A.W. HART. Solomon’s Mine. 
Paperback, $12.99, February.

JASON LAWSON. Inferno. Paperback, 
$12.99, February.

Zebra
Kensington Publishing 

Corp.
119 West 40th Street

Floor 21
New York, NY 10018

KensingtonBooks.com

KATE PEARCE. The Rancher’s 
Redemption. Mass-market paperback, 
$7.99, December. 

Blue Horse Press
Paperback, 64 pages, $14
BlueHorsePress.com

Larry D. Thomas turns to his South-
ern ties in his latest collection of  poems. 
Three of  Thomas’s grandparents were 
born in western Tennessee and a great-
grandfather was born in Mississippi. 
Thomas uses those connections in his 
first collection dedicated to the Delta cul-
ture and region, illustrated with photo-
graphs by photographer/poet Jeff  Alfier.

Johnny Boggs



